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NHLPA 
Launches 
Lawsuit in 
Pennsylvania 
State Court

The National Hockey League Players’ Association (“NHLPA”) filed a lawsuit 
against the City of Pittsburg last week, alleging what the city labels a “license 
fee” on professional athletes playing in Pittsburgh is actually a tax. 

In a memorandum sent to all current and former players, the NHLPA claims that, “The usage fee is an income 
tax that violates the Pennsylvania and U.S. Constitutions because it unfairly discriminates against non-resident 
professional athletes.” The NHLPA argues that the tax is unconstitutional because visiting athletes are taxed at 
three per cent, which is a higher rate than the one per cent those who live within the city limits pay.

Furthermore, the city’s three per cent usage fee is calculated based on a “games-played” basis as opposed to a 
“duty-days” basis, thereby increasing the usage fee amount. 

If the NHLPA is successful, the City of Pittsburgh will no longer be able to levy this usage fee. In addition, current 
and former players will be able to recover the usage fee paid in the past three years by filing a refund claim.

Who is Eligible for a Refund?

All current and former NHL players that did not reside within the city limits and played at least one regular season 
game at PPG Paints Arena dating back to October 1, 2016 are eligible for a refund. The first refund claim 
request must be submitted by December 31, 2019. 

If you are currently playing for the NHL (or are a former player), contact Sports and Entertainment Partner, David 
Silber to find out whether you are entitled to a refund. 

Connect with David at +1 416 963 7196 or david.silber@crowesoberman.com.

This article has been prepared for the general information of our clients. Specific professional advice should be 
obtained prior to the implementation of any suggestion contained in this article. Please note that this publication 
should not be considered a substitute for personalized tax advice related to your particular situation.

https://nhlpa.com/
http://www.ppgpaintsarena.com/
https://www.crowe.com/ca/crowesoberman/about-us/our-people/david-silber
mailto:david.silber%40crowesoberman.com?subject=

